BRANIFF INTERNATIONAL
AIRWAYS FLIGHT 250

11:10 P.M. SATURDAY, AUGUST 6, 1966
FALLS CITY, NE




Primary Sources

* The Falls City Journal, Bill Schock

* University of Texas-Dallas at Richardson, Eugene
McDermott Library, Special Collections Department,
The History of Aviation Collection, The General Aviation
Collection.

* Texas Tech University, The Southwest Collection
Archive within the Special Collections Library, Dr.
Tetsuya Theodore “Ted” Fujita papers.

* Family of James Hilliker




BILL SCHOCK

THE FALLS CITY JOURNAL




3653

"LIS3IMG ¢ Tie JREV 15k 363>
Laieiling I:PCRE¢NT: This report vwill b icate by vech armp sir
» e e menizatiol® witil By the time an aireraft.

% OR%: NIZ \TIC! Locat.ior MF Station
Grou y Sth . shet!

SPECIFY: TCL'T of o v .ui-AAF s:.ation_loz

Intexdid 0 g

WEATHCR CCL JT TG

C <
GIVE: ‘&) lcote
of lnst Enovn vier.abonts ol
by Sp roelictls ( ) i &
( ) Forc.s .._»m, (X) S-un to Cr:st ¢
AIHCRAFT ns L3T, G Is BELIEVEW WU e Vo B EH IS
only one ( ) Enemy sircrait; (X) EBreny sntf=gircreit; ( ) Gther circumsiences

es follows_ A/C was struck by flak in root of left wing and wing root caught

6. LIRCRLFT: ‘

7. ENGIFES: Tyye, Mcd::l ¢nd Serie

A (1:)__Si-008599

8. IVST:LIED WELFCYS (Furnish below .

9' o T B ::-._-_- x
» 1 Chu;lt.v_
2 FzJSS-..r:‘(_,\ rs 0 3 Totel
ilot, furnish the fellowiug ;erticulears:
persons werc c¢hoerd tirer. ft, list similer perticulers on Seperetc shout
end etteeh orizinzl to tais forw).

Crew Fosition
Filot_Pilot

M@#or —er < Havicins mn_
—— Top Turret . - ﬁhmm:&mwm e

y IEG.L ;‘L HeVE LAST i N
it T0 TROICATE BhEfS PUEK Sk
Contected Chicek Only One Coluwia
Fewe in Full 1 Sew Saw Forced
Lest News First) Cre.sn Lenaing

1 Eakins, Robert Nathsnial 2nd L 0-687011_

3.-.-. —

12. IF PERSOIFEL ARZ BILISVED TC H.VE SURVIVED, .1iS:ER YES TO GME CF
STATE: EITS: (&) Purzchutes were us ) Pursons werc scun wilking away
fror. secne of eresn ; or (c) Chut.e _seen to emerge
RTTAC! fFRILL P!-TOTO(‘Eu.E‘E.’, AP, TTLA
vHERE LIRCT FT "Aa LA
FTTICH
PERTATL
ATT#CY &
SERIAT i ¥ :
Officer in 547th Bomb Squadron

other
, CR 3:ETCH,

SIhSH, FCRCED 1uiDL'G, CR (T TI=

{, IF AI'Y, &ND GIVE }i:E, Rudi

of Feport_12 Aprdl 1944
Incl 1

MISSING AIRCRAFT REPORT, 12 APRIL 1944



- —— > — - -— - -

uﬂ MAAVYE WO QVOoO ™

«t
———

o pias Mo ,
Jv!OI()J

———————

Ay Oy we D

SCMa B -l =MD Yos

—

4SO "END

.
LN

>

COoOow

SUPPLY

Mai~w CoMmPOUND
STaLas LustT I, Germany

SpoaTs FIELD

STALAG LUFT I, GERMANY




By Bill Schock

AUTOBIOGRAPHY/FC JOURNAL

THE WEATHER
Partly cloudy through Saturday
with showers in the north; low to-
night, near €0; high Saturday,
80-85.

Back to Normal After Hectic Days ' o v o i i 25, .

(By Bill Schoek)
The wreckage has been loaded on flatbeds
And the Investigators who combed it by day
Have folded ir tents, like the Arabs,
And as silently have stolen away.

Our apologies to Henry Wadsworth Longfellow,

on his words sort of seemed in order.

is history and the last load of

wreckage of the once sleek BAC-111 jetliner now is

in a hangar in Kansas Ci where safety technicians

of the il acronautics board are continuing their

y the aircraft came to such an
inglorious end,

It has been an emotlonal 12 days no one con-
nected with any phase of “The Ci is likely to
forget. And that includes the Antope Schawangs and
Dennis Bauman and many otbers who first spotted
“the ball of fire”" the night of Aug. 6, the Guardsmen
who helped retrieve the bodles, the morticians and
dentists who assisted in the revolting process of
jdentifying 42 mangled bodies and the telephone
operators who worked themselves to a frazzle.

So as Falls City screamed itself onto Page 1
of every daily newspaper in this nation on Aug. 7
and 8 so back we are once again to being the county
seat of Richardson county. Where the cooperation
of the weatherman—or perhaps the lack of it—more
often than not is the summer's No. 1 news story.

Basking in the news limelight for a day or two,
terribly tarnished as it was by the shocking loss
of life, was a deep-set experience for a small town
and rural community surrounding it.

A mce Backward

In retrospect, several aspects of “The Crash”
remain in sharp focus

Most ‘vivid is the crash scene. To walk in a
pelting rain through the smoking wreckage of an
alrliner which only an hour before had been streak-
ing through the sky with 42 persons on board makes
an imprint that is quite indelible. Death in its most
grotesque forms is not something one sees and then
dismisses from his mind. Many men arournd here
can tell you this is so.

Dawn on that unbelievable Sunday morning in
Tony Schawang’s bean field only magnified the
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= U\ 1s the jet successor to the Viscount,
but 1t has even better than Viscount cconomics

BRITISH AIRCRAFT CORPORATION
ONE-ELEVEN (1-11)




Structural Integrity

! | LIGHT ALLOY

e ammrraML sTrRuctUrk of the BAC One-
Eleven follows closely that ol the Vanguard and VCI0
with extensive use of integrally machined components
for smooth load distribution and ruggedness with
high standards of safery and minimum weight.
Great attention has heen paid to the eflects of the
arduons duty eyele of intensive short haul operation

BAC 1-11
STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY

with very frequent take-ofls; landings and eabin
pressurisalions.

All materials have been carefully chosen and the
best principles of fail safe multiple load path design,
coupled with low working stress levels, used 1o
achieve a long trouble-free working life, and low air-
[ramie maintenanee costs.

Substantial ooling and extensive quality control
ensure accurate components with high standards of
mterchangeability,

Entegrity and reliability are established by dircetly
relevant experience from the production ol over 500
civil turbine twransports and comprehensive  test

prrograam mes.




BAC 1-11 N1547 AT HURN, ENGLAND, WITH BN STEWARDESSES
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BAC 1-11 ENGINE START
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Cockpit Voice Recorder

* First accident ever to be recorded after US
mandate.

* Flight Data Recorder destroyed.
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The Discovery of the Downburst:
T. T. Fujita’s Contribution

ABSTRACT

James W. Wil

T. Theodore Fujita proposed the existence of a small-scale diverging wind f]
at the surface. He also proposed that it was responsible for a number of aircraft
landing. This paper describes the scientific discoveries Fujita made documenti
nomenon that he named the downburst. It describes events that led to the remar
saving of lives because of the discovery of the downburst. It is also intended

himself.

1. Introduction

T. Theodore Fujita was the scientific genius behind
the discovery of the convective weather phenomenon
called the downburst. The subsequent research on this
wind shear event and transfer of this knowledge into
the aviation community have benefited the whole of
society and must be considered one of the major, rapid
payoff, success stories in the atmospheric sciences.
There is little question that many lives have been saved
from potentially deadly aircraft crashes associated with
downburst wind shear. The history of the convective
downburst, starting with the mysterious crashes of
aircraft that no one could initially explain, to intense
research and scientific understanding and, ultimately,
to an engineering solution, is documented in this pa-
per and in Serafin et al. (2000).

The purpose of this paper is to give our perspec-
tive of the role Fujita played in the discovery of the
downburst, to provide some insight into Fujita’s in-

*National Center for Atmospheric Research, Boulder, Colorado;
the National Center for Atmospheric Research is sponsored by the
National Science Foundation.

“University of California, Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California
Corresponding author address: Dr. James Wilson, NCAR/ATD,
P.0. Box 3000, Boulder, CO 80307.

E-mail: jwilson@ucar.edu.

In final form 22 June 2000.

©2001 American Meteorological Society
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- EF Scale

Table 5
EF-Scale Wind Speed Ranges Derived from Fujita-Scale Wind Speed Ranges
Fujita Scale EF Scale
Fujita Fastest 1/4/-mile 3-Second Gust EF 3-Second Gust
Scale Wind Speeds, mph Speed, mph Scale Speed, mph
FO 40-72 4578 EFO0 65 - 85
F1 73-112 79-117 EF1 86 - 109
F2 113 -157 118 - 161 EF2 110 - 137
F3 158 - 207 162 - 209 EF3 138 - 167
F4 208 - 260 210 - 261 EF4 168 - 199
F5 261 - 318 262 - 317 EF5 200 - 234
WIND S

ENGINEERING CENTER
N niverSity
s 79409-1023




Dr. Fujita’s Publications
Regarding BN250

* Three reports:

* Fujita, T., 1966a. Detailed investigation of mesometeorological conditions of the squall line of
August 6-7, 1966 which crossed the air route between Kansas City, Missouri and Omaha,
Nebraska, part I: Text and figures: Prepared for British Aircraft Corporation (U.S.A.), Inc., 29
pp. [November, 1966]

* Fujita, T., 1966b. Detailed investigation of mesometeorological conditions of the squall line of
August 6-7, 1966 which crossed the air route between Kansas City, Missouri and Omaha,
Nebraska, part ll: References — Reproductions: Prepared for British Aircraft Corporation
(U.S.A)), Inc., 30 pp. [November, 19606]

* Fujita, T., 1967a. Detailed investigation of mesometeorological conditions of the squall line of
August 6-7, 1966 which crossed the air route between Kansas City, Missouri and Omaha,
Nebraska, part lll: Turbulence in relation to the squall line: Prepared for British Aircraft
Corporation (U.S.A.), Inc., 27 pp. [March, 1967]
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AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT REPORT

Adopted: April 18, 1968

'BRANIFF AIRWAYS, INC.
BAC 1-11, N1553
NEAR FALLS CITY, NEBRASKA
AUGUST 6, 1966

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
WASHINGTON D.C. 20591




“The Board determines that the probable cause of this
accident was inflight structural failure caused by
extreme turbulence during operation of the aircraft in
an area of avoidable hazardous weather.”

PROBABLE CAUSE

BRANIFF 250




OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535

September 26, 1966

¢

Mr. Walter Henshel
Vice President - Public Relations
Braniff International
Exchange Park
Dallas, Texas 75235

Dear Mr. Henshel:

I have seen your letter to Mr. Ganley of
September 16th, and it was indeed thoughtful of you to write
concerning the assistance you received from this Bureau
during the investigation of the August 6th crash of one of

your airliners.

You may be sure we are always willing to
extend whatever help we can in the hope of alleviating the heart-
break attendant upon such tragic occurrences, and my associates
appreciate, as I do, your generous remarks.

Sincerely yours,




PHOTOS

SOME MAY BE DISTURBING.
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BAC 1-11 N1553

MINNEAPOLIS- ST. PAUL INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
SUMMER 1966
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BAC 1-11 N1553




WATCH STOPPED AT TIME OF
IMPACT; FOUND AT SITE.



FL250°S NOSE SECTION, TOP

TAKEN ON FIRST ARRIVAL AT SITE




COCKPIT AND FRO



DAWN BREAKS; COCKPIT RO
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WRECKAGE; COCKPIT ROOF



GENERAL WRECKAGE VIEW



SURVE

THE SITE




TROOPER FILMING SITE



RIGHT WING, UPSIDE DOWN

ONE OF FIRST PIECES TO SEPARATE FROM THE AIRCRAFT




LEFT ELEVATOR

FAR FROM MAIN CRASH SITE




AERIAL SITE PHOTOS

ARMY HELICOPTER WITH
BILL SCHOCK AS PHOTOGRAPHER




FLYING NORTHW

SITE IN UPPER RIGHT




FARM AND SITE

655 / 714 INTERSECTION




RIGHT WING LANDING SPOT

NOTICE HOW MUCH IT SLID FORWARD
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RETRIEVING EMPENNAGE

BEGINNING THE INVESTIGATION




SITE ALMOST CLEANED UP

NEARLY 12 DAYS POST-CRASH




DIFFERENT ANGLE

LOOKING NORTHEAST




CLEANUP DETAIL

SITE NEAR END OF ORDEAL




LOOKING TO THE SOUTHEAST

WING REMAINS




CAPTAIN
DON PAULY

3 One-11l
. DONALD O, PAULY "= 2l year pilot, 550 hours on the .
i total flight log 20,768 flight hours

address: 5524 Columbus Ave., SC. ¥inneapolis

and 1: children, Donzld Jr., 213 Linda, 15; Nosl, 15;

survived by wife CGloria
Smuiox Barl, 13




FIRST OFFICER
JIM HILLIER

PTRST OFFICER JAMES A, HILLIKER # been with campany s
then pilot in Jamary, 1956 =--=- has 685 hours flying the One-1l

address: 10333 lst Ave., Bloomington, Minnesota
survived by wife Patricia L, and L children, Daniel J. 153 Kathleen, 123




- ey

JAMES A, HILLI - SECGHD OFFICER < M5P

Employment Date: 7«29«43
Twenty Year Pin Due: 7-29=63 ;
Home Address: 10333 lst Avenue; Minneapolis 20, Mimnesota
7+29-43 - Cargo Handler - MSP
12-15-l43 = Operations Clerk - MSP -
5-15-hly ~ Military Leave of Absence
L=9-48 ~ 3tation Agent Trainee returned from LOA = MSP
L-25«43 « Station Agent - HN
6=20-48 = Station Agent - MSP
7=1=5l4 = Senior Station Agent = MSP
10=1=5) ~ Agent=in-Charge - M3F
% 1=17+56 = Flight agineer-in-Training - DAL
3-24~56 = Flight Mngineer - DAL
5~1=56 10 8=1-62 Spant various times as First & Second Officer - MSP
O=l=02 = Second Officer = MSP

ADDITIONAL
INFO




HOSTESS
SHARON
HENDRICKS

HOSTESS SHARON EILEEN HENDRI CXS
from Sawyer, North Dekota - graduated from high school in Sawyer;
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. A. F. Hondricks (recently moved to Tacoma, Washington

and address not ascortainod!; k325 South C. St.

her birthdate, Aug, 3, 1945

Joined Braniff October 25, 1965 and was based in Dallas
until her transfer to Minneapolis, Minn, hostess base June, 1566




SHARON JOINS
BRANIFF

PUBLICITY RELEASE

NAME SHaARoN [/l/f’en/ /4/5/1/(?,{-’/ CKS
. S lanToV 2
PRESENT ADDRESS & ¥ecvPive Zaw ‘fwj'[. © PHONE NO. £/ 522/

DATE EMPLOYED BY BRANIFF AIRWAYS/”2-25-65 CLOCK NO. 2074

PREVIOUS EMPLOYMENT v // s 5 oA CASTING ~AREBTY 47 &Lemmers

AGE /0 DATE OFBIRTH #-3-4#%  WEIGHT /3% HEIGHT 5 # “

COLOR OF HAIR / Arownr/ COLOR OF EYES &/Ve.

COLLEGE
MAJOR DEGREE OR NO. OF YEARS
SPANISH FOREIGN LANGUAGES Lg 7/ -2 €265

SPECIAL AWARDS, HONORS, OR SORORITIES

PARENTS NAME

HOME ADDRESS Auxn /.

ey . p ¥y
Mo 7 DpIL 4 Mew's em

 Sokorn X Lisompweck TR1BowE o, Biomared i dal

To-FO-887




HOSTESS
GINGER
BRISBANE

HOSTESS OINOER ELAINE BRISBANE

from Minneapolis, Minn,

daughter of Mr, and Nrs, R, A. Brisbane, 5135 lhith Ave. So0., Minneapolis

born Minneapolis === April 19, 1945

graduated from Washburn High School - Minneapolis, 1963

Attended Mankato State College, Univ, of Minnesota

Joinad Braniff Oct. 27, 1965 - based at Dallas

both girls trained together at Dallas, graduated from sale class,
sransferred to Minneapolis Bage in June, 1966 and wers rocmates




PUBLICITY RELEASE

PHONE NO.

DATE EMPLOYED BY BRANIFF AIRWAYS . QU (. 5 CLOCK NO. /' /' 4

G I N G ER J 0 I N S PREVIOUS EMPLOYMENT H; e ) ||
{GQ-{, X WEIGHT ||¥Y
d4 Aiali!Q) COLOR OF EYES < ¢

MAJOR I ! o 1 f s DEGREE OR NO. OFYEARS /| ¢

SPANISH o QL FOREIGN LANGUAGES

SPECIAL AWARDS, HONORS, OR SORORITIES /<

Q)

HOME ADDRESS

CITY R

To-FoARTY




OCT 25 1965 CLASS

NEW BRANIFF HOSTESSES




FUNERAL
STATUS
REPORT 1

g(—"l‘ -

DATE
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

Aug -

Aug.'

Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.

Aug.

10

11

11l

11l
11
1 b |
11
11
11
11l
11
1l
11

11

TIME

11:30 AM

2:00 PM

8

g

30

10:00

2

10:00

11:00

11:00

11:00

11:00

E 2 E B 2 E

11:00
1:30 PM
2:00 PM
2:60 PM
2:00 PM
2:00 PM

2:00 PM
2:30 PM
3:00 PM

10:00 aM

10:00 AM

1:00 PM

RECAP OF FUNERALS

PASSENGER
Tejada
Ward
Howard

Chamblin
(pty 2)

McConnell

Broadfoot

Mayer )double

)

Gummer) funeral

Redington
Smith
Paul
Dyer
Jordan
Roettger
Wright
Foster
Cox
Hudson
Denies
Ferrero

Gilbertson

CITY BI REPRESENTATIVE ATTENDING
Omaha Private Service
Omaha Chiles
Omaha Katzenberger
Ft. Smith Jensen
Council Bluffs, Ia. Bolliger
Jackson, Miss. Morlock
Omaha Katzenberger

" -
Mason City, Ia. Carlton
Bellevue, Neb. Heasley
Overland Pk., Kan. Davidson i
Woodbine, Ia. McDowell
Stillwater, Okla. Hawkins
Decatur, Texas Scott
Omaha Bolliger
Mt. Pleasant, Ia. Woods
Manteno, Ill. Jackson
Jackson Miss. Morlock
Bayard, Neb. McKenney
Offutt AFB (OMA) Katzenberger
Cypress, Calif. Shaw



FUNERAL
STATUS
REPORT 2

Aug. 12 1:30 PM
Aug. 12 1:30 PM
Aug. 12 1:30 PM

Aug. 12 2:00 PM

Aug. 12 2:00 PM

Aug. 12 2:00 PM
Aug, 13 8:30 AM
Aug. 13 9:00 AM
Aug. 13 10:00 AM
Aug. 13 10:00 AaM
Aug. 13 11:00 aM

Aug. 13 2:00 PM

Memorial Service in
Dunlap, Iowa, 2:00PM,

Aug. 1ll. Funeral
arrangements in

Gonzalez, Texas unknown

at this time.

Eskelinen

Johnson

Wilson

Duerksen

Graeber

Jacobsen

Bosted

Kowtaliw

Murphy

Welter
Hamm (pty
Eschback

Mills

2)

Calumet, Mich.
Ladysmith, Wisc.
Independence, Mo.
Bridgewater, S. D.
Mound, Minn.
Fargo, N. D.
Omaha, Neb.
Chicago, Ill.
Chicago, Ill.

Des Moines, Ia.
Houston, Texas
Detroit, Mich.

Gonzalez, Tex.

Jim Murray
Glenn Wilson
Davidson
Fobes
Private Service
Homyak
Katzenberger
Benham
Jackson
Woods
Fasolino
Chuck Smith

Barnes



SAMPLE REPORTS

August 10, 1966 Status Report No,
10:00 AM

NAME/ADDRESS __  _'DESIGNATED FUN) SRAL _HOME
neo '_,;';\’ Pvt. Larry Joseoh LOCAY, BI COORDINATOR
(Military: Marine~Ser. #2197168) K&tx.n“frncr

g2 ¥, 18th St,, Omaha, Neb,

Kremer Funeral Hose
63rd & Maple
Omaha, Neb.
Phone 553-3155
J. Fischer
Glenvale Dr,

Neb,
‘gunv 1932155

Morlock

Columbus

_LATEST INFORMATION

Pogsitive Identification

Remains sent to OMA
Delivered to OMA
Expect to be picked up
AM. 10th

Broadfoot enroute to
nd, “iss. Contact
Sexrvice
1,.0,.~1" be ' :'i.’,’gelm:;‘., '.liss

sthodist Chw ‘Ch




SAMPLE REPORTS

JESIGNATED FUNERAL HOM ] u ATES [NEFORMATLON
LOCAL BI COORDINATOR Ry -

LA




THANK YOU!




